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MARIETTA - Jeff Hopp set out Tuesday morning to join other bicyclists on a ride from 
Marietta to the Georgia Capitol to support efforts for safe cycling. 
 

But then he got clipped by a car. His left leg was covered in scrapes from its meeting 
with pavement. His $7,000 bike was rendered unrideable. The car's driver was cited for 
failing to yield the right of way, Marietta Police said. 
 

Hopp, 35, is the head athletic trainer at Marietta High School. Several times a week he 
rides his bicycle the 17.5 miles from his home in Dallas to the high school. 
 

Even though he couldn't participate in the ride, about 18 others gathered at 9:15 a.m. at 
the Cobb County Civic Center to begin the trek. This is the third year cyclists from 
different parts of the metro area planned rides to the Gold Dome to raise support for 
improved conditions for cycling, including the development of regional bicycling and 
pedestrian networks. 
 

Huston Keith, who lives in east Cobb near Sprayberry High School, organized the 
Marietta ride. 
 

"We want to make this a more bicycle-friendly area," he said. "You really feel as though 
you're taking your life in your own hands." 
 

The cyclists said traffic laws generally require them to ride on roads. 
 

The Marietta group, escorted by motorcycle officers from the Cobb County Police, met 
up with more riders from Smyrna near Cumberland Mall before heading into Atlanta. 
Heather and Craig Pelley, an east Cobb couple whose two children are grown, were part 
of yesterday's ride. Bicycling is their hobby. 
 

"Really, I do it for the clothes," Mrs. Pelley said with a smile. 
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